
MDL CONGESTION GROWS EVEN AS CASES DEPART

¹ http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2017.pdf;
https://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2018.pdf
² Based on Duke Law Center methodology. Civil cases include all cases minus Social Security and prisoner cases, except death penalty cases.   
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/data_tables/jb_c3a_0930.2017.pdf;
http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2017.pdf
³ Based on Duke Law Center methodology. Civil cases include all cases minus Social Security and prisoner cases, except death penalty cases.   
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/data_tables/jb_c3a_0930.2018.pdf;
http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2018.pdf
⁴ http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2017.pdf 
⁵ http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/sites/jpml/files/JPML_Statistical_Analysis_of_Multidistrict_Litigation-FY-2018.pdf
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Products Liability (PL) MDLs FY 2018 vs. FY 2017¹

• In FY 2017, PL MDL cases made up 89% of cases in MDLs and 42% of the federal civil caseload.² 
• In FY 2018, PL MDL cases made up 91% of cases in MDLs and 47% of the federal civil caseload.³

Growing congestion in MDLs adds urgency to the need
for changes to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 
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